n, and Mr. RRTNOI ps. 
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HE Derim of the bleſſed Lacy * 
ſtated and defended, came out wit 
ſiuch an Air of Aſſurance, and ap- 
pear'd to me {9 directx calculated 
to diſcourage all rational Freedom of Enqui- 
ry in Matters of peat Importance; to bear 
down che cleareſt Evidence, and the moſt 
expreſs Declarations gf Holy Scripture, by 
the contrary Weight of Human Authority; 
K prejudice the Judgments, and inflame the 
aſſions af the People, by iving the Signal, 
and railing a groundleſs Outcry of Here 
agaiaſt your innocent Brethren; and in 4 
Word, to diſtrac and divide the Proteſtant 
diſſenting Churches, in laying 4 Foyndation 
for implicit Faith, and encouraging Dilſen- 
ters to act upon the very fundamental Prins 
ciple of Popery; that is, to hold faſt their 
Opinions without. any farther Examination, 
and to believe Contradictions, under the 
vain and ſenſeleſs Pretext of oppoſing Faith 
tao Reaſon; that I thought my ſelf obliged to 


expoſe this Proceedure with ſome Degree of 
2 _ a. 


” / 2 
" __ 5% al 4 . { 
14 


5 E = 
"thing of this, for 1 | 


a nd off your whole: ain "this 
Ae F worry 


: 1155 your long Silence in this Cauſe is a 


do not 5 


re; to me the natural I endency, in bay 
nce' proved the real/ Conſequ 57 Four 


from firſt to laſt. 
When you had ſtated the Queſtion avs 
to the Trinity in one main Propoſition; + 4 
which. you, have thou ght.f to lay ſo might 


80 N as the Salva on Sopls, and t 
35 Buſineſs .of Chriſtian Charity, peace, 


omfnunion, 160 N your Reſolu- 
255 'to contend tar for it againſt all Oppo- 


; Ters, p. 18. Werber in cher elan you 


proceeded, on the Freſumption that no Body 
1 15 dare oppoſe you, cannot ay; but 
real Yo te muſt give me leave to 
ay, that, after fuch a Declaration, and all 
that has teh faid againſt you from ſo many 


ttle ſurprixing ; and indeed I know-not how 


o account” for it, - unleſs 1 ſhould ſuppoſe it 


Wing to. e Convictions that you ha ve 
carried the Matter 4 little too far, and ha ve 


| SPARE; ſomerbing't that is not very defenſi- 


«The great Thin = you hove yiedmifed; 5 
threatned rather, eem after all to be dwind - 


ry into an E ay Conterning Certainty and In- 


allibility, or. ſome Reflections upon the Nature 


and. Conſequences bf Enthuſiaſm confidered'; 


Which. the Author as your Defender directs 


* 


whe 2 


—. 
£ 


Ia Vetter to me. 1 have choſen to dire? 
| my Thoughts upon his Performance in à Let- 
ter to you, rather than to the Author of the 
Reflections, for theſe two Reaſons; firſt, be- 
cauſe you are the Principals in this Debate; 
and ſecondly, becauſe I would lay you under 
ſome Obligation to defend your ſelves more 
9 25 eſtectually than this Writer has done, or I 
Wo 4a. ABD Ot og ERROR 
Without any farther Apology therefore for 
the Preſumption of n you with a ſe- 
Tond Letter, I mall proceed to examine Mr. 
Fancourt's Reaſonings, and to ſhew wherein 
think he falls ſhort of what he promiſes, and 
How far 1 apprehend you are concerned, ei- 
ther to appear in your own Defence, or look 
out; for one that is mor able to defend you. 
The Author in his Preface takes Care to 
acquaint the Publick with the ſpecial Motives, 
which induced him to appear as my Adverſa- 
ry and your Defender in this Controverſy; 
and tho he ſeems to doubt whether the Rea- 
ſohs he aſſiens will ſufficiently excuſe him, 4. 
pet he preſumes he ſhall at leaſt be 4eem' d the 
more excuſable, on the Account of the ſpeciat 
Relation he has the Honour to ſt and in to three 
of yen; ond having been his Tutor, another his 
Predeceſfor in 'the Place he removed from, 
and a third ih Minifter principally concern'd in 
his Ordination. Thus he has founded his ſpe- 
cial Attempt upon three ſpecial Relations, 
which perhaps had never been heard of be- 
fore, and I ſuppoſe will nor be underſtood 
now. © The Relation of Maſter and Scholar, « 
While the mutual Obligation of teaching and 
earning continues, is ſomething a 
5ỹ—§Ff ß 0's. hh e 


dot when that Obligation ceaſes, L. chi 
' who happen to ſucceed each other at à conſir 


5 een Congregation, I cannot ſee + unle 
the Obligation i: 9255 tho the Relation "oy 


8 av means? Oris mie «as * his NAatives 


. of 


* } * 
: 
W 
* 


inks 
—_—_ mult ceaſe with it, and the Diſc 
y become the Maſter; and what ſpec 
Relation ſhould ariſe between two Miniſters, 


* i 

. 
iple 

clad 


derable Iuterval of Time, to the Charge of 


155 


Predeceſſor help d him to the Place, and 


te ſeeh Alike myſterious. is the _ 
lation confine between the Ordai 
7 the Perſon ordained; and tho this m 


de allow'd to have been a piece of — rac 


yet I cannot imagine wherein the verypeculiar 


Obligation of it ſhould lie, unleſs one was at 


Liberty to ſuppoſe (What is nat true in the 
preſent Caſe) that i the Gentleman who 
friended him with his Aſſiſtance ia that Af 
fair | had not done it, no Body elſe would; fo 


that tis evident that this Gentleman by Rela- 


Benefactors 

But he needed not have gone fo far. to fetch 
Reaſons for attacking me, ſince that-is what 
every one had an equal Right to who thought 
me in the wrong. It had bees ſuſſicient for 
him to have ſaid, that he Jookfd upon the 
Cauſe he eſpouſed to be juſt, that he thought 
a Defence of it neceſiaay, and 9 
himſelf capable in ſome Meaſure of defending 
jt. Byt I am ſorry he ſhould inſiſt only upon 
theſe, poor warldly Inducements, and carnal 
Motives ; a Reſpect to Perſons, Obligations 
xeceiv'd, and the like; which onght to be of 


no Conſideration or Weight at all with. us 


10 our * after rc | 
Mr 5 


it eee betieg Wes deckures ared the 
_ weighty Reaſons which engaged him in 


, the mam 'Defix n 
the vaſt Eſteem he h 
de ar «Relations and 
Sry he is with 
aàgainſt you. For 
that Mr. Fancourt ſtood 
tion, or- that he was 

Har Obli 


g the the 
takes Decafion to 


- 


Tals 
fou 


he de- 


4. 


— ly to his RefleQi. 
| ape, ſe 1 hope to 


that his whole Book is a 
As for this Author and 

ſome others, who, as he ſeems inclinable to 

N | think, 


this 


« 
; 
: 
1 
| | . 


n 
as | 8 
4 
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and Worſhip, p. 8, 9. J dare f 
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1 
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and, Tupp! N wilh fe 


when none but a Pepift ſhall maintain, that 
there is anp one Truth in the Whole Goſpel 
indiſpenſably. neceſlary by the Covenant, of 
Grace. to be believed in order to Salvation; 
and goes on to repreſent as a Conſequence of 
what I have ſaid about Sincerity, that a Man 
might renaunce Chri ianity and r N 1). pa 


of Heaven, if not the Devil too, and yet have. 4 


rational Confidence towards God, had he but the 
good Luck to he ſincere in ſuch. bis Renunciation 
y Mr. Fancourt 


* A | 


hp 3 9060 
of It ; PN, "inet: * ep 


40 khe ! 8 
12 W 
Examination: : He G6 1 Uſe ah 
bf his rational Faculties in he bh EY 
Groniids und Reaſons of what he eng a 
embtabes for Trath, is fHicere tf tis Engqoi- 
ries ; and de Who acts atrording ro hie po : a 
ment after" he "bas taken #8 the Cart be e 
inform it rigbt; by an inparkint Erms, 
is ſincere in his Practice; and both theſe zre 
 neceſſiry to denominate the. Peron fiftcere. 
"Now: e any Truth, which concerns dur 
Duty to God; And the Way to Salvation? 14 
ſo eltdene in it ſelf, or 10 cl 209705 
ed in the Chriſtian” Revelation; chat à fin! 
dere Enquirer, or ole” "who Si > x 
Matter impartiaby, cannot” wis ; in an 
ſheh ues the Truth ill be 48 RP 5 8 

. aud "as indifpet thy 36 ny 
Sit becauſe it 10 ha * neceſſur, 
inſepertbie 1 2 with ang 
dence” on © Stheerity it ſelf! Bur hefe t 
Truth is fo diffcult in it felf, or fd obſehhr 


revealed, * hb ſincere Eng c 0 85 


daͤßle t - ad in this® caſe 
Whatever it de in it ſelf, of In"fts'owh 4 
ſtract Nature, can be of nd Neeefity er Im 
porta uce to the Perſbn 5 bot G64 will ace pe 
_ oF Hs fi ticere Endeavours to know and 40 his 
Win, and hot panich Mm for his favoläßt 
and wüste d e Warn for fürel) Gt 


will | 


* e forany Fo - 
- -  Jeats;which gere put. into their 
Yar, aud: "And th 10 llible. paſſio te. Men 

rhe may boldly ularp.. 7 e the Al. 

2 1 and ſet up 21 vdgments.and 
| pprehenſions of ming even ia the. 
doubtful and difficult Caſes, as the Role an 
1 of Truth and Fal hood, Right and 


Vet certainly God ill not, in his 
ſt e Judgment, condemn any Man 
a br. not kaowing-what he could not 7 | 
_ know: or for not believing what, after 
n e and. the. beſt uſe. he. could 
1 8 . his Farulties;he. thus could ſee no 8 
0 o believe. SN 7 - 
Haying thus Rated che Cafe, ta the 
e vObjedions confute: Welle for 
i: o make good his Conſequences: againſt my. 
rinciple of. Sincerity, he muſt ſhew, that al 
WW Enquirer aſter the beſt uſe he can 
his national Faculties, may. yet ſee ſaf-. 
Ten Re to Renounce his Chriſtianity, 
Wes "ori 0 the Hoſts of Heaven; and he 
mut nem that tho God and the Bevil are 
do oppoſite Maſters, and tho all their Com - 
mands and InjunSions are directly contrary 
. boieach other, that for a Man to Worſhip the 
| vil, and have at the ſame time 2 Rational | 
onfidence.towards: God, is not à direct 
1880 n or he muſt that a Man 
1 bibo is capable of. diſcovering the Being and 
= —-— Exiſtence of the Devil, is not yet capable, ap- 
wi © bi. ſincere Enquiries, or the beſt Uſe he can 
1 mate of bis Faculties, to diſcover. the Beiog 0 
and Exiſtence of a God above the Devil. Bur 
| his Writer ſeems ugboypily reſolv d An di- 
1 tr 0 


a A 
| 1 


. 5 


LS. 
T9352 F 
WE 

- 


3 7 83 
Kiopeih Mi in abe way of” Trifling be? 
ond all that have gone before him, aud 
therefore cannot fat: fybnoiſelf with co 18 17 
e 5 
And here may take 60er 
to him, better than he has done it for me: 
* 1 Time is which 1 hope and pra7 
long then for the Time when the 80- 
| feige of ſuch ſort of Reaſoning, e © 
ere given us a Sample of, - ſhall be more ge- 
nerally vnderſtood. and exploded ; when 5 G 
parry and 'Enthufiaſm hall give Place tßh 
harity, and a rational Freedom of 15 6 
when the ordinary Miniſters of the Ay 
ſhall no longer be put to ſuch poor Shifts ta 
free themſelves from the dect Claim of In? 
fallibility, and when thoſe who wenn te 
in Words, ſhall do ſoin Reality and Trut 
when Men ſhall no longer affront and ct 
the Almigbty, by complementing his oe. 
as the only Rule of their Faith, While th 
ſubſtitute their own Words inſtead of it, an 
pretend that the Word of God is not par 


cular, expreſs, or 1 enough, even 5 


things neceſſary, *ill they have explain'd and 
improved the Revelation; When nothing. 

| _ be pretended as neceſſary to Chriſtian ; 
ce and Unity, but what Chriſt has made | 
necellary to Salvation; and in a word, I lang 
for the . Day, when the Chriſtian 
People ſhall be admitted to the Communion ' 

of Saints and be allow'd all the Benefits and 
Privileges of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, up- 

on Scripture Terms. This is the Time ang 

Lat of tune 1 1 and * fory and os 
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nn : 
u e midi. at 19 _ 1 


ory By 04 2x80 1 


Fi | Se Pc 10. . e — 
1 We 5 

e 5 it, he yep 
Ke IK 


OY 


1 eager _almolt every. 
Reade molt © 2 ds ts 


arempt :, * 


on, any Reſpe 75 
here Men's common Neeiabs . Te are 

5 2h , all Maykind are upqn à Level, as 
haying all the 255 Right t peak our, tha 
by. reaſon of the Terrors 0 5 World they 
ave not . the lame Liberty; 5 büt for 


\ "M 


PE Cit L 
W ond dect wack ſt ill nnn 1. 
pberty to . e Inconſi- 


ſtencies of au Ad ee in the 
e. Ar and if when ther are. 
; of. their artificial Colourings and Dite 


xi 
guiſes they Hould happen to appear ridicu- 
ons, ig a, plain Eg, Dreßß, : 4 
none of mine, It This therefore be the true 
Ground of the Oomplaint, as I fuſpe® it is, 
_ 4 muſt be contegt to bear the Imputaxion, 
| nally bowel be id good: as. to. patdon me 
without, Repegtance ) and if bytreatiag you. 
in and-'expohng. you to Ridicule and 
Contempt, he means, expoling the Wee 

d.lg fficiency of your: Scheme, and waz 
lure 


| FAG: I fear I ſhall: Leys 

in pepl og to him. 

+1. ſhall. now coofider whas the Srithey has. 
 tainty and Infellihility, and the Miſtakes and, 
1 gies he thiaks I have made about 
ll poſtpone-the great Charge of 1h 
Ts abuſed and & miſcepreſend you, 
2 — upon yon the Conſequences of an fab 
libility. which you; never pretended to; I ay, - 

ſhall poſtpone this high Charge to the laſt 
place, becauſe it will appear in a clearer 
Fader when I have examined what your De- 
ender has made of his Certainty and lafalli- 
hiliey, as he'wquld be thought to alter from; | 


Hetero I proceed Grthet; 1 muſt obſerve, 
that the Learned Writer of this Eſſay has ta- 
ken a great deal of needleſs Pains in endea- 
vouring to ſhew/ that the Word Cent ainty is 
ſometimes . in 4 lower Senſe, than that in 


1 N which : 


Fault is 


red. by way of Argument, releting to Cer-, 


at 


4 14 5 5 
1 1 10 FAINE it, and 0 16 60 OPT e 
all thedifferent Degrees and Megfires of Pro- 
\ ability, and at the ſame time to confound 
and blend in one Word ll the infinite De- 
grees of Evidence, from the higbeſt down to 
the loweſt. And the? it is evident that the! 
ignification' of the Word, when thug uſed, 
muſt be ſo general and indeterminate, asin 
effect to ſignify nothing at all, or to be capa-/ 
| ble of ſignifying any thing at plesſure; yet 
 Facknowledgethis improper uſe of the Word 
_ In a looſe ang popular way of ſpeaking ; and 
that in common Diſtourſe, where no grew 
oY depends upon it, certain is often put 
for prov * 80 that when this Author 
quotes Scripture 11 me; and Philoſophi- 
Zes in his own Way, he oppoſes not me, but 
an Adverſary 77 his -own making; and 
when” he {ets his School- boys upon me, to 
convince me by Certus, Certior, Certifſimas, if 
He underſtands by certain only probable, and 
his Lads mean no more (as they ought not, if 
he inſtructs them right) than probable, more 
probable, moſt probable, he is contending 
for nothing bur What had yielded. But thus 
it is to fall under the Reſentments of 2 
School maſter; fot tho Tebuld not be igno- 
rant of this frequent inaccurate uſe of Words 
in common Speech, and therefofe obſer ved 
that Certainty, in a looſe and popular way of 
ſpeaking, was often put ſor Probability, and 
Certain for Probable; yet I thought it ne- 
ceſſary to fix the Boundaries of ſtrict and 
proper Certainty, ſo as to diſtinguiſh it from 
all thoſe infigite Degrees of Probability be- 
Jow | it, with all Which It is 00 often 0 
n „ e 


8 


- 


461 

l in the Wa Diſcourſes of [Lene 
ned, Men, to the great advancege of Bigotry 
_apd Enthuſiaſm. 2 

Hut the Author thinks be has found a fins 
3 5 Inſtance, in- which 1 have uſed the word 


Certain in à lower Senſe than my own Defint- 


tion of it will juſtifyz and be ſeems ſo well 

pleas d with the Diſcovery, bat he can hardly 

contain bimſelf. What he inſiſts upon, is my | 
ſaying, that you diſcoyer'd the ſame ſtrength 

I of Perſwaſion in what you were contending 

for, as if yon were as certain, or had the 


ſame degree of Evidence, as that the Sun is 


up at Noon-day: New he thinks that the 
| Sun's being up at Noon- day is not ſtrictly 
certain at a , ſo as to render the contrary im- 
poſſible; and the Inſtances he gives to the con- 
trary may afford the Reader ſome diverſion, 
ſince they de not in the leaſt imply, or ſup- 
poſe the poſſibility of the contrary. Iis 
true, God may create a Light at Mid - night, 
ual to the Light of the Sun at Noon, or 
id-day ; but no body would ſay this would 
be Neon: day, ſince what we mean by Noon, 
or Mid-day, is, the Sun's being upon the u 
per part of the Meridian: So the Sun may 5 
totally Eclipſed at Noon, in which caſe it 
might poſlibly. be as dark as if it were Mid- 
night; yet ill while the Sun is above the 
Horizon, and upon the Meridian, it muſt be 
Noon, or Mid-day. Again, God by his ab- 
folute Power might, if he pleaſed, retard or 
accelerate the apparent Motion of the Sun, or 
the real Motion of the Earth, ſo that from 
Noon to Noon it ſhould be 48, or only 12 
Hours 5 in which caſe we ſhould ſay the Days 


were 


9 


45 5 
— . ed 
_ " yer Mill bn this,” or anyarther"Eftraorgingty | 
IR © Caſe, the Sun's 3 to the Meridian a- 
bove the Horizon, muſt mike What we call 
Noon, or Mid- day ! So that eur Iden bf Noon 
5 1 wh gat With ou = : 
ea of the Sus upon the part 8 1 
Meridian; aud nothing 1 es ek 
ii one but what meſtequally affect the Idea 
of the others Aud therefore” Mri'Farcourt 
may, if he pleaſes, let this ſand us rope: 8 
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*/ the Certainty of which thoſe Gentlemen 
1 A. is SubjeQive only; which ſuppoſes 
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tainty, Truth aud Fallhood, Light and Dark- 
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mon Name and Definition of Certainty. A 
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dubitable Perſwaſion müſt be the Rule and 


Meaſure of Certainty' to the reſt of Mankind; 
the latter, 1 preſume, he will not ſay, 3nd 
therefore Indubitable Perfiwaſion muſt » . 
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World may be equally True and Certain. if 
he ſhould fay, that by real Certainty, he 


means that Indubitable Perſwaſion which. is 
well grounded, or built upon ſufficient Evi- 


dence, wherever it is, whether in himſelf; or 
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from his own Account of the Matter, Where 
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ſwaſion, as the very Nature and Definition 
of the Thing, ſo. it would be ſaying nothing 
ace- the Queſtion is where this 


the World, to tell us, that the true Perſwa- 
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« ſtill fo far, and ſo long as the Judgment 


w is infallible, 1 can't poſſibly, ©" in" ſuch 


* „ Things, aud for that Time, be deceiy d. 


But how comes it about that it mat - 
ters not whether an Infallibility of the Facul- 
i be an Infallibility of the Faculty or not 

f it matters not whether this Gentleman dif- 


fers from me or no, why docs he a to 


di ffer ? 
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differ? Does he write Eſſays in mere Wars 
tonneſs, or only to pleaſe his Friends and Be- 
nefaQors? The Sum of all that he here ſays» 
is this; By the Judgment here, | ſuppoſe 
your, Brethren to underſtaad the deter- 
mining Faculty it ſelf, abſtraQed from any 

particular Determination z, but then yon 


muſt know that it matters not whether this 


Tafallibilicy. of the Fachlty be au Iafallibi- 
lity of the Faculty, or an Infallibility of 
the Objective Evidence, or the lufallibili- 
ty of the Extt inſick Means of conveying the 
Objective Evidence to the Mind, or any o- 
ther ſort of Infallibility z But tis enough, 
that ſo far, and ſo logg as a Perſon is Infalli- 
ble, be cannot in ſuch Things, and for that 
Time be deceived:: 2 the Infallibis- 
lity of the Faculty as foch muſt extend to all 
the particular Determinations of that Facul- 
ty, yet it matters not whether this Infallibili- 
ty be Limited; or Unlimited, Univerſal, or 
| Reſtrain'd to ſome particular Objects only; 
or, in one word, it matters not Whether this 
Learned Writer talks Conſiſtently, or Iatel- 
ligibly, or no, provided he does but ſeem to 
LEE... Sc; 
But the Author finds himſelf ſo much at a 
loſs in fixing his Idea of Iafallibility, that 
having firſt placed it in the Faculty, and then 
ſuppoſed that it matters not whether it is 
PASS in the Faculty or no, he runs from the 
Faculty to the Object, to the Evidence, to 
| us External Aſſiſtance, &c. and bi ings it at 
length to this ſure Concluſion, that fo far as 
the Judgment is Infallible, it is Infallible, or 
cannot err. If he could have ſhewa that an 
Infallible Determination of the judgment 
| could 
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in this Caſe; 1 ſhall here recall this Matter ts 

4 färther Examination. NY 4b del 4 . r 
he Fafſage which 1 am ſo warmly charg-. by 


ed with, 2s bavigg perverted and miſtepre- 

fentkd, is in your froduttion, p. 5. Where 

vou y e ie ta tom pretending to an 

_ infallible" Judgment shout 'Golpet: Tuch 

Dio Etro but we take it to be an agreed 

2 FPbint wien Profef ante, that their may be 

erpaſdey were there is not Infallibilitzj ; 
and en en day this, volefs they will 
entre ee ert that we can in no Caſe 
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the Words taten in any other Senſe mult ren- 

der all you here Tay perfectly trifling and in- 
ſiguificaut; and Feonld:got well imagine that 
Jearned Men, in an argumentative Diſcourſe, 


and When they ſeemed to be laying down a 


14 general Principle, intended to fay juſt nothing- 
{4 But 1 am now. told that by Certainty, know- 
ing you are in the Right, Certainty of Know- 
ledge, and fuch like Expreſſions, you mean 
only Belief, or Opinion 3 that you firmly be- 
lieve, or are Indubitably perſwaded I muſt 


S 
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here obſerve by the way, that dubitable or 
indubitable, when join'd with Belief or Per- 


ſwaſion, do not in che leaſt affect the real 
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4 Caſe firmly believe we are in the Right, 
„ but by being aſſured that it is impoſſible 
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difficult Points, in which Meg of the great- 
en Sh avere agree, 
you could, only ſay that they Ace thoſe who 


Mark to diſtinguiſh them by but their own 
indubitable  Perſwaſion, they muſt M your 


Scheme be all thoſe who are indubitably per- 


ſwaded that they are id the Right, in any 
Matter which they think f great Importance; 
that is, all the warm politive Zealots in the 
whole ' Chriſtian World,” of what Opinion, 


Party, or Perſwaſion ſoever. 


* . 
# . 


Thus it is when Men, not content with the 
plain expreſs Declarations of the Word of 
Hod, concerning what is, or is not neceſſary 
to Salvation, go about to eſtabliſh their own 
. ' WT 1 „ 1 Opinions 


/ 


K 
Opinions and Conceits upon . very obſcure 
Texts, or remote Conſequences, and thereby 
make every, thing neceſſary to Salvation and 
_ Chriſtian, Communion, Which they find moſt 

_ agreeable to their Prejudives, Paſſions, or In- 
tereſts, or think moſt proper tg be made the 
Mark and Shibholeth, a. Party, But becauſe 
the Writer of the Reflections lays me under 
an Imputation, às having impeached you for 
Uncharitableneſs without ſufficient Grounds, 
1 fhall eonſder this Matter a little farther; 
how well you may be able to clear your ſelves 
in this Point, when you all condefcend effe- 
ctually to fet about it, cannot ay; but on 

believe moſt People muſt think your Second a 
little unluckyia- the Paſſage he: has quoted 
from you to vindieate Jour Charit g. 


be Paſllage he is pfeaſed to quote, is in 
your Int rod action, p. 10. „ If indeed: this 
«© zealous 1 5 of mine ſhould make uſe of 
* carnal. Weapons to conquer my Unbelief, 
<< I ſhall, foon, Wiſcern that, whether I be in 
the Right or in the Wrong, he has miſta- 
„ken the Nature of the Caſe, and acted 
without Authority from God z hay, if he 
„„ ſhoulch paß a Sentence of Condemnation 
„upon me, I ſhall have Reaſon to conclude 
© he has tragſgreſſed the Bounds of his Com- 
4 miſſion; ſince nothing is more certain than 
« that every Man's judgment is from the 
Lord, ang to his own Maſter he muſt ſtand 
or fall; and how far, and in what Caſes, the 
infinite Mercy of God may interpoſe and 
„% prevent thoſe perniciom Effects which ſuch 
an Error deſerves, and would naturally 
produce, if left to it ſelf, are Secrets only 
a N e © < Inown 
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 foppoſe flin"to'be eniley eh An. tet not 
Arey te charge them with; but if you ins 
_ tended; "$1 think it iStholt evident you id; 
to apply the Caſe to your Brethren as ifferiag; , 
pe to differ from you in the Res 
1potable Points edncetnitis the Tr | 
; you axe iu this place invading the 8 
83 of Almighty Sed; applying the Sancti- | 
of erer and Testh te Wrong Pur- 
ſes, Without the leaſt Authority 7. — Four 
eat Lord and Maſter, and palflug a Sentence 
bf Damnation upon your innocent Brethren, 
s much as any znathematizing, Council, or 
ereticatſi® Eee Mae in the Chriſtian 
orld have ever done; and that conſequent- 
your unjuſt Charge upon your Brethren, 
as guilty of damnable Error in this Point, 
and your frami ing and applying humane Teſt | 
35 the Engines of Bigotty and mann 
exe 
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of not, is a Matter offlittle Co 
| pes > before us; ſince for a Man to 


Ince ir 


bation, to be 
Peli and deny'd'the 


th or Neceſſity of what the Scripture has 
made ſuch, is 2 Treatment a much 1 80 
and antichriſtian than the inflicting 


 Puniſhments, as the Ex of — "Soul — 
another World are 


han thoſe of 


Who is Gol: 
ſpel, « 2 | 


this preſent. Lic: 
the e 0 he 


ed, or but darkly and obſcurely revealed, and not 
ä de ecellary to Salvation, is as tru *Yecuted, 
i — on, 3 Tab 5 to 250 ry rftian 
ower, as it he was fine 1Mpruon or put to 
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ar ight the Notion of Perſecutior, Impoſition, and 
_.antichriſtian Tyranny; ſince I find Men very of- 
ten ready to wipe their Lips in this Caſe; and ask 
What Evil have we done, only becauſe they do 
not, [when perhaps they cannot, enforce their hu- 
mane uncertain Deciſions and unſcriptural Teſts, 
With the coertive Power of the Civil Magiſtrate; 
Nothing you ſay is more certain than this, that 

_ every. Man's judgment is from the Lord, and to 
| tis own.Maſter he muft ſtand or fall; and there- 
fore you do not indeed pretend to paſs any ſuch 
Sentence of Damnation as God himſelf may not 
reverſe, either by bringing the Perſon to Repen- 
I honey and a Sight of his Error, or by extending 
ES ercy to him in ſome extraordinary way. You have 
not, I muſt own, pretended to limit the ſovereign 
Grace and prerogative Mercy of God, or to put 
your [Brethren and Fellow Chriſtians. into any 

uch State of Damnation, as not to leave it in the 
Power of God to ſave tlem. 3 
Ho far, and in what Caſes the Infinite Mer- 
cy of God may interpoſe and pervent thoſe perni- 
cious Effects which ſuch an Error deſerves, and 
would naturally produce if left to it ſelf, are Se- 
crets, you ſay, only known to God the Judge of all, 
who is the wiſe and ſovereign Diſpoſer of his own 
Grace; and I beſeech you, Gentlemen, where are 
thoſe antichriſtian Synods, or hereticating Creed- 
Makers, that have ever pretended to reveal thoſe 
Secrets, or to determine any thing at all of the 
Matter more than you have done? All that they 
have done has been only to affx the Sanftions of 
Eternal Life and Death to their own fallible un- 
certain Deciſions, and mere humane unſcriptural 
* Teſts; and how little ſoever you may like ſuch - 

Company, I doubt you will find it ſomewhat giſh- 
cult to get rid of it. 7 n 
If theſe Cenſures and Imputations of damnable 
Error, are not deſigned apajnit thoſe of your Bre- 
thren and Fellow Chriſtians who have 9 ; 
Fett | Ks Appre- 


 - ciful Cenſures, and 


(35) We 
Apprehenſions, from you in the diſputable Points 
relating to the Trinity; all that you can ſay here 
can be to no Purpoſe, unleſs it is to fix upon them 
2 Charge of the moſt criminal Nature, Which you | 

do not your ſelves believe them to be guilty: of; 
but if they are thus deſign d, as tis plain they ate, 

I fear you have drawn a Weight upon your ſelves, 2 
which you will not eaſily remove; 1ince you have 
laid your ſelves under a ſtrong Tmputation of ha- 
ving enforced the Belief of your own doubtful and 
falſe Speculations, under the Penalty of eternal 
Damnation; of making that to be fundamental; 
which Chriſt has never made ſo; ànd dechring 4 
thing to be neceſſary to Salyation, which God has 
no Wherę declared to be ſo much as true 
All the Foundation you have for theſe unmer- 

Cages of damnable Error 
againſt your Chriſtian Friends and Brethren, is, 
that they think the Son, and Holy Ghoſt to be 
really diſtinct from, and ſubordinate to the Futher; 
ſince they cannot otherwiſe underſtand the Scrip- 
tures, or ſuppoſe that there is any Revelation at 
all from God; made to the Underſtandings of Men 
in thoſe Matters. And this real Diſtinction, and 
real Subordination of the Perſons, is what you your 
ſelves cannot evade or deny, without confounding 
the Perſons, loſing the Trinity, and falling directly 
into Sabelliani ſin; that is, into Socinianiſm on the 
one hand; or, on the other Side, multiplying the 
neceſſary Self. Exiſtence, and making Three Gods 
in the higheſt Senſe of the Word, or Three abſo- 
lutely Supreme, Independent, Firſt Cauſes of all 

Thiags. I hope therefore you will forbear your 

Cenſures for the future, and be more charitable 
towards your Brethren and Fellow Chriſtians, till 

you can fhew that your Orthodoxy muſt not ter- 
minate in Socinianiſm on the one hand, or Tri- 
theiſm on the other ; and when you have done 
this, I dare engage to reconcile to you all the fe- 
puted Arians in the Kingdom. i 
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laid 
8 n pen e 


. gine of our late Fr ght gever to 
2 . F and I thank „ane of theſe 
jon 


eee e. 
kabel it. Yaur ry Teſt 
| Hereticks is this; that * her of : 


| 52 25 pe” 9 Holy Ghoſt, and not either 


e alone, is the one true or the one ſu- 
reme Being. Now if this be ſo, that the Three 
erſons con junctly, and neither of the Three alone 

are the one true God, then yon muſt ſay either 

t the God and Father of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt 

not the on tre God. or as that Jeſus Chrift 

* 18 his own « 1 leave it to your 

Choice wh you — 2 take ; but both of them, 1 

. think, you cannot avoid. You endeayour to ſhew 
that the Nature and nit ion, the Eſlence 

all wo 5 75 Attributes of the one true God, — c 
ually to Sch Peron diſtinctly; that is, t 

ier you u N Oord. oy 1 «abuſe 


* one true God, [pe peCtively ly and 
preciſely the ſame : An 3 we oe 
fly trifling, th; bo Hy. tak 39 the 10m 


£ 1 we m the Idea of the Son, and 
e dea of the Holy « hoſt, to campleat the Idea 
of dee One True God; when it does not appear 
| from any thing you have faid, K on have any 
gdiſtinct and different r t all n * pro- 
nce thoſe diſtinct ng . erent Sounds If you 
= pe different or diſtin& Ideas in your __ 


e Fang thoſe diflerent Sounds, Fa- 
hr. u, Holy Ghoſt, one true God, you may, 
and let dh you ought in Honour and Juſtice 


to let us know what thoſe different Ideas are ; but 
if you have no ſuch, all that you ſay is only this, 
that the one true God, the one true God, and the 
one true God, and hot either of theſe alone, are 
the one truę Gods or, which amounts to the lame 

thing, that the one true God, the one true God, 


and the one true Go is and is npt the one 
true God. 1 i ws If 


4 


5 (370 
I you can ſhe that you have any different and 


diſtinct Meaning to the ſeveral Terms you make 


ule of, I hope you will think your ſelves obliged to 
do it; ifyou-cannot, the Propoſition as I have put 
it mult be your own. Iam ſorry you ſhould en- 

- deavour to impeach your Brethren as Hereticks, 
and diſtract the Minds of the Chriſtian People, on- 
ly on the Account of one mere Verbal Propoſition, 
Which you your ſelves underſtand, either in no 
Fenſe at all, or which is equally unhappy for you, 


in Senſe you dare not own. oo 
But having been called 2 as you ſay, after an 
extraordinary manner to defend the Truth, you 
thought fit to ariſe. in great Fury, and to State, or 
rather Involve the Point in one.Impenetrable Piece 
of Darkneſs, and then calmly to fit down, and 
declare you intend to explain your ſelves no far- 
ther. I muſt not eaſe you of this Trouble, till I 
have adjuſted one Account more, which ſtill re- 
mains betwixt me and the Author of theſe Re- 
flections, with regard to three Self-contradidtions 
he has charged upon mee. 
I! be firſt Contradiction he charges me with, is, 
my having ſuppoſed the Poſſibility. of Communi- 
cating all the Infinite Divine Attributes and Per- 
fections, by an Eternal Act of Generation from 
God the Father to God the Son, and yet my af- 
firming it to be Impoſſible and Contradictory, to 
| 8 any Infinite Divine Perſection ſhould 
communicated to Man, or any mere Creature 
whatever : But theſe two are ſo perfealyRecon= 
cileable and Conſiſtent, that I muſt beg his far- 
ther Help before I can ſee any thing of a Contra- 
_ diction betwixt them. AF TY 
- + 8+. He ſays that the Neceſſity of being actually 
in the Right, is what I have both aſſerted and 
deny'd ; and tis true that I have fo, in different 
Caſes, and under diflerent Relations and Qualifi- 
cations of the Objects; and thoſe different Re- 
ſpects and Qualifications of Truths and On, 
B if x ＋ 3 . * W . 
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Fg hut this Author: He could not imagine 
Iſuppoſed it not neceſſary to be in the Right, 
where hz Truth is ſo 9 it ſelf, or 3 


clearly and'expreſly revealed, as to have a neceſ- 
ſary inſeparable on with: Sincerity ;'{6 * 


that a ſinoere Enquirer cannot mils it. But I ſup- 
; pals: it not necellary to be in the Right, wheto it it 


| poſſible to be ſo, or here after the mbſt fins 
cere Enquiry the Perſon may be miſtaken, aud 

not be ahle K. diſcover the Truth. And tis the © 
Neceſſity of being actually in the Right in theſe 
doubtful ànd diſputable Caſes, that has troubled 

the World fo: d ur and | the Bigots of all Par- 


| ties ſo ſtrenuou 1 


Yo Ea — in in- © qv gar, Faith - is Aar be 
me, as having both aiſerted and de- 


he ay: Dag: 14. 8 where Flay that they muſt be ve- = 


Eſtants, if there be any fuch who 


| calle of Certainry in Matters of Faith ; and aſſer- 


ted, as he would have it, where I ſay, t that doubt- 
les, or as he explains it for me with au 7. e. cer- 
tainly, the Apoſtles were Infallible in whatever they 
delivered as the Mind and Will of God, c. But 
why muſt Doubtleſs be ſtrictly the fame with Cer- 


tainiy? Tho“ this Author is certain of every 


Thing he does not doubt of, I do not pretend to 
it. I do not doubt but he had ſome Deſign or o- 
ther in making ſuch Objections, tho I am note 
certain of it. I am not Strictly and Properly, #. e: 
Infallibly Certain that there were ever any ſuch 
Men as the Apoſtles, tho' I believe it upon ſuffi- 
cient: Evidence. I have never, that I know of, 
confounded a bare Belief or Perſwaſion with 
Knowledge or Certainty, and why ſhould this 
Gentleman charge his own Abſurdities upon me. 
And now, after all, if Mr. Funcourt has not been 
able to fix any Self-contradition upon me, it is 
lainly none of his Fault, ſince he has not ſpared 
Kind Endeanoure.; ; he has put © his Armour, 


enter q 


Py = 5 2 * V 7 0 — 
2 1 O r* P a as ata Yb 4% * * 
— ach * 7 * "Law q * 2 . * FIR. 2 +5 # £3 b 
— 7 * 0 7 w : ng 

3 9 * 1 1 1 C G : i -. 28 7 7 - 

* * ＋ * * \ 4s 3 q * 9 % * 7e * ; » 5 
5 a 1 4 T 'y * 

1 hy N 


enter chthe Liſts, and bid Defiance likes à Chat- 
pion; add if he bas not anſwered the Expectati- A 
ons of the Publick, or in any Meaſure executed _ 7 
his Threatnings, he has however done his beſt, © — 
nnd you are to take his Endeavours in good part. 
But, if Mr. Funcourt ſhould be prevail'd : 
upon to publiſh the Second Part, which he 
has proimiſed under the Title of An Eſſay con- 
cerning Implicit Faith ; I would adviſe him, for 1 
his own fake, toſp e his Railſery, and Keep cloſs 323 4 
_ earn ) OT gl 2 Es 
Upon the whole, Icannot kelp believing that 
veu have acted an Impoling Part in this Affair, 
and carried your Exhortations beyond the Bounds 
of Chriſtian Charity; that you have ſubſtituted 3 
.your.own Uncertain Deciſions, and Incompre- 9 
henfible* Spree in che place of Scripture, 5 
and enforced them witk thoſe Spiritual and Divine 
Sanctions, which can belong only to the Laws of '_ 
Chriſt in their Original Flainneſs and Simplicity ; - 
and that by ſetting up Humane Telts, as the Stan- 
dards of Divine Faith, and endeavouring to work 
upon the Judgments and Paſſions of the People, 
by thoſe Engines of Bigotry and Darkneſs, you 
have, however undeſignedly, contributed not a 
little to bring the Scriptures into Diſuſe and Con- 
tempt ; as if they were not in themſelves ſuffici- 
ently expreſs and clear, and conſequently no ſuf- 
ficient Rule of Faith, even in things neceſſary : 
And hereby you have, I fear, conſiderably woun- 
ded and weakened that truly Catholick arid Chri- 
ſtian Charity, that Juſt and Equitable.Liberty of 
Conſcience, and that ſtrict Regard to the Auto- 
rity of God alone, which are the Life and Glory 
of Chriſtianity, *Tis true, you drop here and 
there a Paſſage, as diſclaiming all External Com- 
pulſive Force in Matters of Religicn-; and tho? I 
do not pretend:to enter into your Hearts, or. to 
lay how far a Change of Circumſlances might al- 
ter your Sentiments in this Particular, yet I can- 
. l | not 


wa who ſhould truſt to your Clemiency, had you t 
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All other Reſpects the true Sn of Perſecution, 
npoſition, and Church Tyranmy, that Min muſt | 

ve.2 ſtrong Faith, or à weg Underſtanding, 


Legal Foree in your Hands, Which you now 
8808 While tis out * e e et 
Ves your manner re | 
to Mr. Aue Caſe in Aeland, Will not I be- | 
leve entertain any great Opinion of your intire | 
Averfion to all Compulſive Force in theſe Mat- 
ters; and zur attributing the Viſible Succeſs of 
that Fegret Teacher, in d with open Violence 
and Compulfion,- 't0 the: of: God. attending. 
the Labours 4 Reverend ei is fuch 4 80- 
lemn Piece of Mockery, às one can hardly be fri- 
dus u z and which yet ought 1 not be d | 
1 * | 


After "all if you-will from any: | and Clear 
make it appear that I have miltakert 
the Snag that your Zeal in this GE is accom 
ding to Knowledge 3 and that you have inſiſted 
upon nothing 925 neceſſary, but but what Chriſt has 
32 . made ſo in the Conſtitution of his Goſpel; 
promiſe to Retract all that 1 have f id upon this | 
Score; 985 ſhall-be fo far from thinking it a Diſ- 
aps „that T'ſhall rejoyce in a clearer Light, and 

glad of any Opporturity to ſnew how readily- 
I can 1 what-is common thought a Pit 
of Reputation, to the ſuperior Intereſt of Truth, 
whenever it ſhall be propos'd with A Rer. 
ne „ 105750 
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